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2019 – Here we come!  
We are getting ready to bid adieu to yet another year. I am delighted to report that with your 
continued support Skål Wellington has had another successful year. At our AGM in March we 
gave you our commitment that we would change things up a bit with new and different approach 
to some of our offerings. 
The Club is in good heart, with a hard-working committee that has kept everything ticking over 
nicely. I would like to extend them a special thanks for their efforts this year on your behalf.   
AND we are always looking for new people to join us on the committee. 
An exceptional achievement this year is that with some concerted efforts and tangible support 
from East by West Ferry we hosted a “Colleague Cruise’ essentially a recruitment drive for 
additional members that yielded six new industry people – our membership is back above 40.  
A brief bio of our most recent members is included in this newsletter. 
We fêted ourselves in July, celebrating the 61st birthday of Skål Wellington. It was a wonderful 
occasion where we caught up with former Skålleagues and 12 of our ‘Past Presidents’. 
October saw us trying a new format with a breakfast meeting featuring Debbie Summers from 
Cruise New Zealand. It was a compelling presentation from Debbie that helped us to better 
understand the vast and significant changes in the cruise industry. 
Our Club has been lending support and advice to a brand new Skål Club. SKÅL Te Tauihu (Top 
of the South Island) Club President Lynda Keene will join us at our December lunch. 
Next year we will continue our collegial efforts. In April, Wellington will host the Skål New 
Zealand Congress [4-7 April]. Plans and costs are still being finalized, but it is sure to be a great 
opportunity to catch up with industry colleagues and showcase our wonderful city.  
Apologies to all but I am unable to attend our December function due to other commitments. I will 
be there in Skål spirit and Nick Lion and his team at Copthorne Hotel Oriental Bay will look after 
you all very well.   
The 2019 subs will have been sent out this week, your attention and payment is appreciated. 
Over the holiday period, look after yourself and yours. Stay safe and get ready for another 
Wonderful Welly Year. 
Sally Attfield   
President Skal Wellington 
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SKÅL NZ Congress 



 

 

2 

Dolor Sit Amet 

  

 
o Membership subscriptions are due 

by 20 December – Skål Wellington 
must remit International fees in Euros 
early in the year. Accounts were sent 
out to members last week so the 
Treasurer would appreciate your 
cooperation. 

o Skål Wellington operates a prepay 
option that many members have 
adopted. You simply nominate how 
many meetings you want and we 
send/you pay the appropriate 
invoice. No door payments and you 
can replenish if/as required. Like the 
old bus clips. Ask the Treasurer for 
details. 

o Skål Wellington AGM is at the James 
Cook Hotel Grand Chancellor on 14 
March 2019 

 
RSVP = “Respondez, s'il vous plait," 
which means “Please respond." 
 
All Skål Members are reminded that it is 
essential to use the RSVP function and advise 
the Club if you will or won’t attend each 
function.  
 
We try to respectfully brief our host properties 
with accurate numbers to allow them to 
minimise waste and to set sufficient places. 
 
Process for the RSVP form and Receipts: 
 
Members are asked to "input your Name" 
which means "input your First name and your 
Surname" ie Jane Doe (case insensitive). 
 
It will now be more difficult for "internet 
hackers/phishers/burglars" to access the 
Members' RSVPs and Receipts. 

Kia	ora	koutou	

I’m	pleased	to	share	with	you	further	details	of	the	NZ	Congress	in	Wellington	2019.	

Sally	and	her	team	have	been	working	hard	at	pulling	details	together	at	this	early	juncture.		Outline:	

Host	Hotel:			Grand	Mercure	Wellington,	345	The	Terrace.			http://www.grandmercurewellington.com/				
Overlooks	the	busy	restaurant	and	theatres	of	Cuba	Quarter	and	situated	within	the	scenic	hills	of	
Wellington.		Wellington	is	of	course	home	to	New	Zealand’s	Parliament	and	the	adjacent	Beehive.		It	is	a	vibrant	
cosmopolitan	city	with	an	energetic	personality.		The	central	area	is	very	compact	making	it	ideal	for	strolling	
around	and	soaking	up	the	atmosphere.		https://www.wellingtonnz.com/discover/		

Friday	5th	April:				Welcome	function	at	Grand	Mercure.		Guest	speaker	planned	from	WREDA	–	(Wellington’s		
				Regional	Economic	Development	Agency).		Then,	to	the	night	markets	and	craft	breweries.	

Saturday	6th	April:	AGM	at	the	hotel	with	by	a	light	lunch.		Afternoon:		Wellington	tour	options.		
																																	Evening	Dinner	TBC	
Sunday	7th	April:				Breakfast	at	leisure.		Delegates	personal	choice	or	depart	for	home.	

	This	programme	is	subject	to	change.	There	will	be	contingencies	in	the	event	of	poor	weather.	

And	as	it	is	only	18	sleeps	until	Santa	arrives…….a	very	Merry	and	Safe	Christmas.																																																					
Meri	Kirihimete	me	te	Hape	Nu	la	(Merry	Christmas	and	a	Happy	New	Year).	

Kind	regards	

Trish	May		
President	Skål	New	Zealand														
 

Administration 
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Brand New Skålleagues in the 04 

Rose O’Connor provides tourists and business visitors with private guided 
tours of Wellington and beyond. As well as the more traditional experiences for 
tourists, Rose also offers businesses and government agencies a tour and 
transport service that complements their international hosting programme.  
 
In her varied career, Rose has delivered memorable and authentic experiences 
of New Zealand to film directors and studio executives, business leaders and 
international media. Rose knows that it is often the little things – the out-of-the-
way and the unexpected – that bring the greatest delight. 

Ina Reichenberger is a lecturer in tourism management at Victoria University 
of Wellington, where she gained her PhD. Previously, she was a senior lecturer 
at the Tourism Business Studies department of MCI Management Center 
Innsbruck, Austria, and a tourism market researcher and consultant at the 
University of Passau, Germany. She researches tourist behaviour and is 
particularly interested in the social aspect of tourism, backpacking and 
fans/fandoms. Ina is also an executive committee member of the Council for 
Australasian Tourism & Hospitality Education (CAUTHE) and the programme 
director for Victoria’s tourism management undergraduate degree.  

Kosta Apostolakis and his team from Priority Transfers are from Wellington, 
which was again voted the coolest little capital in Lonely Planet travellers’ guide. 
They know the city like the back of their hands and have extensive knowledge 
of here and New Zealand. 
 
His chauffeur team are impeccably attired and well-trained professionals with 
over 20 years experience in the executive transfer industry. They promise a 
relaxed, safe and personalised yet enthralling journey along the way. 

Dame Catherine Healy became New Zealand Prostitutes Collective 
coordinator in 1989 and led the campaign to decriminalise prostitution. She 
helped develop a model Bill to decriminalise the work and safeguard the human 
rights and occupational safety of sex workers that was passed in 2003. 
That model has received international recognition. She has been invited as a 
speaker at the House of Commons of the United Kingdom and acts as an 
advisor on issues and policy formulations related to prostitution. 
 

Photo courtesy New Zealand Government, Office of the Governor-General  

 
ANY ONE can be a Skål Member. It is open to managers and executives directly 
involved in tourism management, sales and promotions in specified travel and 
tourism businesses including: hotels, convention centres, travel media, 
transportation (airlines, cruise lines, railways, ferries) travel and tour operators 
and agencies, tourism organisations, governments and non- government 
tourism councils. 
 
Young Skål is open to junior executives and tourism students entering the 
industry. 
 
If you think someone might be interested in joining us then bring them along! 

? 
 



 

 

 

Colleague Cruise – East by West Ferry 
A great day had by all on Wellington Harbour. Terrific outcome with at least six new Skålleagues 
joining our Cub and Skål International! Special thanks to Jeremy Ward and his entire team for 
such a memorable event.  WELL DONE!!   Photos courtesy of Dr Ian Yeoman. 

 




